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Abstract
This study aims to identify the role of banks operating in Palestine in

combating the crime of money laundering, by identifying the level of
internal and external banking control over money laundering operations and
its relationship to banking secrecy, in addition to identifying the extent of
banks' responsibility for the crime of money laundering in Palestinian law as
One of the topics worthy of research due to its novelty and the novelty of the
law combating it. To achieve the previous objective, the researcher used the
comparative descriptive analytical approach, by dividing this study into two
chapters. To examine the role of banks in the crime of money laundering by
examining the stages of money laundering operations in banks, as well as
clarifying aspects of internal and external banking control over money
laundering operations and their relationship to banking secrecy. In
conclusion, the researcher reached a set of results, perhaps the most
important of which are:

e Jurisprudence differed in defining the scope of the original crimes from
which illegal funds are generated and laundered, and this difference was
between expansion and limitation or a combination of them.

e The legal basis for the role of banks in combating money laundering in
the Palestinian legislation through which banks are obligated to play their
role in combating money laundering operations is the text of Articles (44
and 32) of Decree Law No. 9 of 2010 regarding banks.

e The traditional banking supervision methods are no longer appropriate in
confronting and combating modern methods of carrying out money

laundering operations using electronic media.



e The bank is criminally liable, whether the person who committed the
money laundering crime is an ordinary employee or an administrative
official in the bank, so that the Palestinian legislator emphasized that it is
enough for this employee to know that his act will result in the
commission of a crime. It is also permissible to say that the bank is
criminally liable for the crime of money laundering when the following
conditions and cases are fulfilled: members or representatives of the bank
commit the crime of money laundering, and it is committed in the name
and for the benefit of the bank.

The study also recommended a set of recommendations, the most important

of which are:

e \We suggest that the Palestinian legislator take the broad approach in
defining the scope of the predicate crimes from which illegal funds are
generated and laundered, similar to many comparative legislations, and
thus the Palestinian legislator gets rid of all the legal problems that were
mentioned in this study.

e When talking about money laundering and the methods used in it, the
Palestinian legislator must mention the existing methods, for example,
and give the National Anti-Money Laundering Committee open powers
to combat the various methods of money laundering and not restrict it to
certain methods.

e The Palestinian legislator must reconsider the punitive provisions
contained in Decree Law No. 39 of 2022 by working to add penalties
affecting the legal personality of the bank, which are consistent with the

nature of the bank and to which it can be subjected.
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